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Introduction

Puzzles are in every nation’s cultural lore. They move around by word of mouth and are transmitted from
generation to generation. Some puzzles are known to be centuries old. The puzzles in this book have
been collected throughout the years. It become almost impossible to credit the creators of these puzzles.
Even puzzle books with impressive collections often reference other books without specifying which
puzzle came from which book.

No attempt was made to take credit for creating any of these puzzles. | wish | did create them. Creating a

puzzle is a much more impressive task than solving them. It is therefore with all sincerity that | credit these
“missing” (but brilliant) authors hoping that if they do find a puzzle that strictly belongs to them, they would
write me and | would happily credit them.

On the other hand, | have included a bibliography of books that contain a wealth of puzzles everyone
should enjoy. How can one not bow in deference to Sam Lloyd, Martin Gardiner and the Moscow
Puzzles? (Click Here to go to the Bibliography).

As for our mascot, the Hidden Paw is one of the names T. S. Eliot gave to Macavity the Mystery Cat in his
book Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats. Macavity was a puzzling cat. He drove Scotland Yard mad
with puzzle solving frenzy. | hope you hear him purring as you solve these puzzles.

Don’t forget that another set of 50 puzzles follows in The Hidden Paw’s Second 50 Puzzles. This and
other books are presented at www.thehiddenpaw.com.

Akram Najjar
July 2004
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Puzzle

The Ages of My Friend and His Wife
Cigarette Stubs

10 Coins in 3 Cups

What is the Missing Symbol?
Complete the Series

A Garden with a Moat

Shuffle the Black and White Counters
A Bowl of Cherries

Use Arithmetic Operators

Place Eggs in a 6 x 6 Square

Simple Puzzles 1

The Sleepy Passenger

Simple Puzzles 2

A Chess Puzzle

My Sister's Age

Simple Puzzles 3

Connect the 25 Dots

Cut a Square into 4 Identical Shapes
Three Clowns with 2 Jobs Each
Selling Fish to Buy a Walkman
Shirts to Iron

Place Black Bishops on a Chessboard
My Daughter's Chess Stratagem
Solitaire Mancala (Wari)

Fill Alternate Glasses
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Puzzle

Draw a Continuous Line thru 3 squares
A Puzzle with Match Sticks

How the Princess Fooled the King
Place Digits in 8 Squares

Tie a Rope into a Knot

Simple Puzzles 4

How Long for a Lily to Cover a Pond?
How Many Squares in this Drawing?
Find the Missing Number

Two Types of Apples

How Long to Build the West Fence?
Find the Missing Total

Animal Equations

Buy and Sell a Sofa

3 Piles of 11 - 7 - 6 Pencils Each
Find the 6th Line in the Series
Changing 5 Tires on a Car

The Lawyer and His Student

One Cube with 3 Views

Find the Amount on the Check

The Population Puzzle

Four Bicycle Riders

Konigberg's 7 Bridges

One Third of Six

100 A Boat and its Anchor

To get to a puzzle, click on its number or title



Puzzle 52
Cigarette Stubs

There was a poor beggar
who was hooked on
smoking and could not
afford to buy cigarettes. He
went around the streets
collecting cigarette stubs.
He would group 4 cigarette
stubs to make one full
cigarette.

If one day, he collects 16
stubs, how many cigarettes
can he possibly smoke?










Puzzle 76

Draw a Continuous
Line through 3
Squares

Can you traverse all
sides of this figure
without lifting your

pencil and without
going over any line
more than once?




Puzzle 86
How Long to Build the
West Fence?

My sister and | have a house
with a square fence around it.
We decided to strip it down
and rebuild it because of its
deplorable state.

My sister is a faster builder.
Yesterday, she built the whole
of the south side in 2 hours. |
built the north side in 6 hours.
We wanted to share in the
building of the west side
starting from different ends.
How long will that take?
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