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Trick 10: Insert 3 Cards into 3 Piles and Find them by Dealing 

Let Victoria (the Victim) select any 3 cards from the deck. Suggest that it is 
better (but not necessary) that she select 3 easy to remember cards: 3 aces or 
2, 3, 4 or any sequence. Victoria needs to identify them later when you are 
dealing out the whole deck, so it is better if the cards are easy to remember. 

She should keep cards C1, C2 and C3 in her hand but not show them to you. 

1) Prepare 3 piles face down: one containing 10 cards and the other two 
containing 15 cards each. The cards in each pile are randomly dealt out from 
the deck. 

2) Let us call the piles P1, P2, P3 where P1 has 10 cards and P2 and P3 have 15 
each. Place them face down next to one another with P1 on the left. 

 

3) Victoria has 3 cards in her hands: C1, C2 and C3. Let her put C1 on top of pile 
P1. 

4) Let Victoria cut pile P2 and place the upper part of P2 on top of pile P1 
(which now has card 1 on top). So P1 has now changed: from bottom up: P1 + 
C1 + the top part of P2. 



 

5) Victoria now places C2 on the remaining part of P2. Victoria should cut P3 
into two parts and place the top part on top of C2 already on P2. 

 

6) Victoria now places C3 on P3 and the remaining cards in her hand on top of 
P3. 



 

7) Ask Victoria to place the new P3 over P2 and place them both over P1. 

 

8) We need to find a number = 4 since you need to pull out 4 cards from the 
top of the deck and place them below it. You need a reason to take the 4 out 
without sounding like a cheat or that you know something they do not know. 
Find something that “feels” random and use it. Example: what is the date 
today? 8th of October? OK, let us divide the day by 2. You can also ask a 
question you know the answer of (and it should be 4): how many people do we 
have in the first row? Four? Let us use that. 

Take 4 cards from the top of this deck and insert them at the bottom of the 
deck. 

Now deal down the 52 cards as follows: 

1) Tell Victoria that you are now going to deal the deck in your hand one by 
one, face up and one face down on the table top. These will be going into two 
separate piles NP1 and NP2 (for “New”). Ask Victoria to stop you if she spots 



any of her 3 selected cards in the 26 face up cards (in NP1). You will see that 
she will not. (Check the solution). 

2) Discard the 26 face up cards dealt to NP1. 

3) Now hold the 26 remaining face down cards (in NP2) and deal them as in the 
above step: one face up into NP3 and one face down into NP4 (each one 
having 13 cards). Again, ask Victoria to stop you, etc. Victoria won’t. 

4) Discard the 13 face up cards (in NP3). You will be left with 13 face down 
cards (in NP4). 

5) Deal the 13 cards starting with a face up card into NP5 and the face down 
cards into NP6. You will get 7 face up cards in NP5 and 6 face down cards in 
NP6. Victoria will also not see Victoria’s cards. Discard the 7 face up pile (NP5). 

6) With the 6 face up cards in your hand, deal 3 face up and 3 face down into 
two separate piles as before. She will not find her cards either. Discard the 3 
face up cards. 

Marvel: the remaining cards are the 3 cards Victoria chose at the beginning. 

 

 




